
Geography Skills Concept Map 
 

 Place Space Scale Cultural 
awareness 

Environmental Environmental 
impact 

Interactions 

Nursery I live in Great 
Yarmouth, in 
England.  

Begin to explore 
maps with play. 

Know that other places 
exist in the world, and 
begin to make 
comments about these. 

Showing curiosity 
about objects, 
events and people 
(ELG). 

Make observations 
about their local 
environment. 
Talk about their 
families and home 
environment. 

 Using senses to 
explore the world 
around them 
(ELG). 

Receptio
n 

What is it like in our 
local area? 
 
Local maps. 
 
 

Local maps. Local maps. 
 
Making observations 
about other countries. 

Vaisakhi 
Showing curiosity 
about objects, 
events and people 
(ELG). 

Signs of Autumn. 
Signs of Winter. 
Signs of Summer. 
Signs of Spring. 
Exploring the 
natural world. 
Contrasting 
environments. 

Ask questions 
about the 
environment and 
how it changes. 
 
Clean Up – picture 
book 

Using senses to 
explore the world 
around them 
(ELG). 

Year 1 Where do we go to 
school and what is it 
like there?  
What is it like in our 
local area? 
What is special 
about our local 
area? 
Can I map my local 
area?  
What is the seaside 
and where is it? 

What is the United 
Kingdom? 

What is it like to 
live in Scotland?  
What is special 
about Wales?  
 

What is the 
seaside and where 
is it? 
What does our 
coast look like? 

What is it like in our 
local area? 
What is the United 
Kingdom? 
 

Where do people 
live and work in 
our local area? 
Why do tourists 
visit Northern 
Ireland? 
What is the Union 
Jack and what 
does it represent? 

What is England 
famous for?     
 

What are 
coastlines like in 
the United 
Kingdom? 
What are physical 
features of the 
coast? 
Do all coasts look 
the same? 

What are human 
features of the 
seaside? 
 

Why do tourists 
visit Northern 
Ireland? 
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Year 2 What are the seven 

continents that 
make up planet 
Earth? 

What are the five 
oceans that make 
up planet Earth? 

What is the 
continent of Europe 
like? 

What are the 
continents of Asia 
and Africa like? 

What are the 
continents of 
Oceania and 
Antarctica like? 

Where in the world 
is Kenya? 

What are the seven 
continents that 
make up planet 
Earth? 

Where in the world 
is Kenya? 

 

What are the five 
oceans that make up 
planet Earth? 

What are the seven 
continents that make up 
planet Earth? 

Where in the world is 
Kenya? 

What is it like to 
live in rural Kenya? 

What is it like to 
live in urban 
Kenya? 

What are the 
similarities and 
differences 
between Kenya 
and the UK? 

What is the 
continent of 
Europe like? 

What are the 
continents of 
North and South 
America like? 

What are the 
continents of Asia 
and Africa like? 

What are the 
continents of 
Oceania and 
Antarctica like? 

Why are some 
parts of the Earth 
hot and some 
parts cold? 

What is the 
climate like in 
Kenya? 

What is the 
landscape of 
Kenya like? 

How can we find 
out why people 
come to Great 
Yarmouth? 

 

How can we find 
out why people 
come to Great 
Yarmouth? 

 

Year 3 What rivers are in 
the United 
Kingdom? 

What is a county 
and what counties 
make up the United 
Kingdom? 

How can I find 
mountains and hills 
on maps? 

What rivers are in 
the United 
Kingdom? 

How is the rural 
land used in the 
United Kingdom? 

 

How can I find 
mountains and hills on 
maps? 

What is a county and 
what counties make up 
the United Kingdom? 

Where have 
people chosen to 
settle in the 
United Kingdom? 

How is Norfolk 
different to 
Lancashire? 

How is the rural 
land used in the 
United Kingdom? 

What are hills and 
mountains? 

What are the 
features of a coast 
and how are they 
formed? 

What are the key 
features of a river? 

 

What is coastal 
erosion and how 
can it be 
prevented? 

How does farming 
benefit East 
Anglia? 

What is coastal 
erosion and how 
can it be 
prevented? 

How is Norfolk 
different to 
Lancashire? 

How does farming 
benefit East 
Anglia? 



Geography Skills Concept Map 
How does farming 
benefit East 
Anglia? 

Year 4 Which countries 
make up Europe? 

Where Greece and 
what is the land like 
there? 

What are the 
Norfolk Broads? 

Can I locate parts 
of the Norfolk 
Broads using an OS 
map? 

Which countries make 
up Europe? 

Is the time always the 
same in Europe? 

What are the 
regions, cities and 
landmarks of 
Greece? 

What is it like to 
live in Athens? 

What happens 
when a volcano 
erupts? 

What happens 
when an 
earthquake 
strikes? 

What impact does 
a volcanic eruption 
or an earthquake 
have? 

What are some of 
the key physical 
features of 
Europe? 

What are tectonic 
plates? 

How are volcanoes 
formed? 

What is an 
earthquake? 

How and why 
were the Norfolk 
Broads made? 

What are some of 
the most 
significant man-
made landmarks 
of Europe? 

What happens 
when a volcano 
erupts? 

What happens 
when an 
earthquake 
strikes? 

What impact does 
a volcanic eruption 
or an earthquake 
have? 

What is the 
environmental 
impact on the 
broads? 

Is the time always 
the same in 
Europe? 

What is it like to 
live in Athens? 

What happens 
when an 
earthquake 
strikes? 

How does the local 
economy benefit 
from the Norfolk 
Broads? 

Year 5 What are the 
different biomes of 
the world? 

Where in the world 
is North America, 
and what countries 
does it include? 

Does everywhere 
in the world have 
the same climate? 

What is the 
physical landscape 
across North 
America? 

Does everywhere in the 
world have the same 
climate? 

What are the states of 
the USA and how do 
they vary? 

What challenges 
to humans face 
living in each 
biome? 

How does 
California 
compare to other 
states? 

How have the flora 
and fauna of 
different biomes 
adapted to life 
there? 

What is the 
physical landscape 
across USA? 

Do humans need 
to adapt to a 
biome, or can 
they adapt the 
biome instead? 

What is green 
energy and why do 
we need it? 

Do humans need 
to adapt to a 
biome, or can they 
adapt the biome 
instead? 

How do windfarms 
effect our local 
area? 
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What are the states 
of the USA and how 
do they vary? 

How does California 
compare to other 
states? 

What is it like in 
New York and New 
York City? 

How do windfarms 
effect our local 
area? 

What are the most 
significant man-
made landmarks in 
USA? 

Where are 
windfarms located 
and why? 

What is it like in 
New York and 
New York City? 

How do windfarms 
effect our local 
area? 

What is solar 
farming and what 
are the benefits? 

Should a new 
solar farm/ wind 
farm be built in a 
local village? 

Should a new solar 
farm/ wind farm 
be built in a local 
village? 

Year 6 Where is South 
America and what 
are the key human 
and physical 
features? 

What are the 
features of a river, 
and where in the 
world are major 
rivers found? 

What can maps tell 
us? 

How can you locate 
places on a map? 

How do you read an 
OS map? 

 

What is it like 
inside a tropical 
rainforest? 

How has the 
Amazon River 
shaped the land? 

Movement of 
boarders and 
people: how does 
migration effect 
the globe? 

What can maps tell 
us? 

How can you locate 
places on a map? 

How do you read 
an OS map? 

Where is South America 
and what are the key 
human and physical 
features? 

How has the Amazon 
River shaped the land? 

How is our world 
changing? 

How to we distribute the 
world’s natural 
resources? 

How does the world 
trade? 

Sustainability: how does 
this challenge effect the 
globe? 

Climate change: how 
does this challenge 
effect the globe? 

Movement of boarders 
and people: how does 
migration effect the 
globe? 

What is 
happening to the 
Amazon 
rainforest? 

How are the 
Amazon rainforest 
and river used? 

How does the 
world trade? 

Movement of 
boarders and 
people: how does 
migration effect 
the globe? 

What is it like 
inside a tropical 
rainforest? 

Which animals call 
a tropical 
rainforest their 
home, and how 
are they adapted 
to suit their 
environment? 

What are the 
features of a river, 
and where in the 
world are major 
rivers found? 

What is happening 
to the Amazon 
rainforest? 

How are the 
Amazon rainforest 
and river used? 

How is our world 
changing? 

How to we 
distribute the 
world’s natural 
resources? 

How does the 
world trade? 

Sustainability: 
how does this 
challenge effect 
the globe? 

Climate change: 
how does this 
challenge effect 
the globe? 

How are the 
Amazon rainforest 
and river used? 

How to we 
distribute the 
world’s natural 
resources? 

Movement of 
boarders and 
people: how does 
migration effect 
the globe? 

What questions 
could we ask to 
find out more 
about our local 
area? 

Can you present 
your field work 
findings? 
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What can maps tell us? 

How can you locate 
places on a map? 

How do you read an OS 
map? 

Cross curricular links. 

Mapping 

Coasts 

Rivers 

Change/impact  

Locality - starting small and building upon to gain a wider scale of the world.  

Comparing local area to wider places in the world. 

Farming 

Human and physical features 


