
 

 

 

 

VERY IMPORTANT - PLEASE READ BEFORE COMPLETING THE SURVEY  

Dear Parents/carers, 

I hope you are all keeping well, are staying safe and making the best of the current situation. I apologise 

for writing to you at length but before putting out a survey, I feel you need to know a few facts and what 

school will be like for your child should you decide to send them back at the time we open for more 

children – it is YOUR choice and there will be NO penalties for non- attendance. School will not be school 

as you know it. I just feel I need to be totally open and honest with you. 

You will have heard the government’s plans to begin to phase in the opening of schools from – at the 

earliest – 1st June. Given the level of planning and changes to the school environment that need to be 

put in place in order to reduce the risk of infection to staff, children and you at home, we are not able to 

do this until the earliest date of 8th June and even then it would not be for all the chosen year groups at 

the same time. The phased return applies to Reception, year 1 and year 6 only. If they all return we 

would have well in excess of 200 children in school and a large number of staff. It is up to schools to 

decide what is safe and manageable and I can tell you now that this isn’t. AT best, we would hope for 

the children to have some time in school before the summer break. 

No plans were communicated to us prior to the government’s announcement on Sunday and they have 

been dripping in slowly this week. The plans so far include, splitting children up into small teaching 

groups (referred to as a ‘bubble’ – same adult and same children at all times), staggered starts to the 

day and staggered finish times to avoid congestion at the school gates and one adult only dropping off 

and collecting. We are being asked to clean surfaces continuously throughout the day, wear PPE for First 

Aid and set out classrooms for social distancing, avoiding contact with children and between children. I 

can tell you quite honestly that there is no such thing as social distancing in a school – we can try but we 

certainly cannot guarantee it. It does not exist and never would exist. The reasons childhood illnesses 

spread in a school is because we are all in contact with each other! I can put two children in a class, at 

opposite ends of the room, and they will still get chicken pox because that is how it is in a school. This 

Covid 19 virus is nasty and it is a super spreader.  

Do I want the children and staff all back in school? Of course I do. Are you at the end of your tether at 

home? Quite likely. However, I am not going to write and tell you we can achieve social distancing and 

guarantee total safety in a school. We can always make things safer, we could perhaps reduce the risk 

slightly but as soon as lots of children return, I can tell you that the risk will be there. 

School will be a very different place – certainly this side of the summer holidays. 

 

  



 

Children will be sorted into what the government is calling ‘bubbles’ – meaning they will be with up to 6 

other children and an adult. The class teacher can only be in one ‘bubble’ and the ‘bubbles’ cannot mix 

at all. We would decide on the ‘bubbles’ -not all children would be with their friends and in any case 

they will have to try to remain at least 2 metres from others at all times. This is necessary so that any 

outbreak of the virus can be tracked and traced and those people who have been in the affected 

‘bubble’ can isolate and be tested. The bubbles are small because with proper social distancing – which I 

insist on to try to make things as safe as is possible – classes can only accommodate between 5 and 8 

pupils and one adult. With almost 180 children in R, 1 and 6, split into ‘bubbles’, I would need 25+ 

classes and adults if all 3 years came in together which isn’t possible. 

Furniture will have to be removed from classes, a one way system installed and systems for use of toilets 

and cleaning all worked out. Lunches will be eaten in ‘bubbles’ in the classrooms and will have be a 

school or home packed lunch. We have no kitchen. We need PPE for First Aid – which we will have to 

source-and for if we have a child with symptoms. Desks will be 2 metres apart and a walkway will be 

included – I have attached a picture so you can see what a class will look like. Children will have to 

remain at their desks and keep to their own equipment. The days will seem long for them and we may 

decide to shorten them.  

The youngest children will find this all very difficult. They won’t have access to all the practical resources 

they would normally have because they all have to be kept clean to avoid infection. Young children learn 

by touching, doing, being with others and sharing – all of which will have to be limited as far as is 

possible. 

I will be sending out a survey to parents/carers of children in year R,1 and 6 to find out how many of you 

would want to send your children back and the first question will be have you read this first. That is 

important because I wouldn’t want you to think that your children are missing school, their friends and 

normality – as we all are - and so just decide on that alone to send them back. School will NOT be school 

in that sense and lunch times and break times, class times and the teaching staff will all be different. IT 

WILL NOT BE NORMAL. They will not be playing tag in the playground and being in close contact with 

others. 

We will endeavour to make the experience as positive as possible and recognise that children will be 

anxious – small groups will help with this. I haven’t been able to work it all out yet – it is a real headache 

and I have never had to manage anything like this – or as serious as this before. It might be that children 

attend one week out of every two or three weeks, or that we split weeks in half but we also have to 

figure out a time for teachers to plan – usually half a day a week- and for the classes to be deep cleaned 

between groups. I hope you can understand the level of difficulty this all gives but it is vital so that we 

can at least try to minimise the risks. Teachers also have to continue providing work for the rest of the 

school. 

Please look out for the survey and respond as soon as possible. The numbers who want to return are 

needed before we can plan further, The keyworker/vulnerable group will remain as it is. I also need to 

be clear that it is ONLY year R, 1 and 6 being considered – if you have children in other years they 

CANNOT return at this phase. 

 



  

 

I am sorry to be so blunt in what I have described, but as a parent myself, I would want to know exactly 

what it will look like. Should you decide that you wish for your child to stay at home, that is absolutely 

fine and I assure you I will totally understand and respect that. What I do ask though is that you decide 

one way or the other – it will take a lot of organising and I can’t have people dropping in and out. 

Thank you for the time you have given to reading this – I appreciate that it is a difficult decision to 

decide what to do with your most precious of gifts – your children. 

Take care and stay safe 

Debbie Whiting 

Head Teacher 

    

            

 


